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Our Wimmer Heritage 

Vol. 1, No. 3 – Spring, 1976 

The months have rolled away and it is time to send another newsletter to our family.  This newsletter is 

devoted to John Wimmer, the son of Peter and Elizabeth Shirley Wimmer and a brother to Robert 

Wimmer who was reported on in our last newsletter.  Surely this information would have been impossible 

to send to you without the diligent efforts of Paris and Violet Wimmer who are now serving as the 

photographic reproduction specialists for our family organization.  They supplied almost the entire 

amount of information that we had to work with on John.  We hope that if others have more information 

on John that they will feel impressed to share it with us as we are surely interested in finding more 

information on his life. 

John Wimmer was born 1 Mar 1808 In Harrison County, Pennsylvania.  From records we now have, we 

think John was the third son as well as third child of Peter Wimmer and Elizabeth Shirley.  We assume 

John married Elizabeth Hendricks early in the spring or summer of 1828 because our researchers have 

located a marriage license dated 5 Feb 1828.  We have not found a marriage certificate for John and 

Elizabeth.  Elizabeth Hendricks was born 6 Nov 1809 in Randolph County, North Carolina, the daughter 

of William Hendricks and Margaret Buck. 

John and Elizabeth’s first five children were born in New Castle or New Lisbon, Henry County, Indiana.  

From a state map of Indiana, we can see that New Lisbon is a very small place with New Castle as a 

larger town close by.  These children were: Margaret born 24 May 1829, Elizabeth born 22 Dec 1831, 

Susanna born 20 Dec 1834, and Martha Ellen born about 1837.  (Martha Ellen was a very special spirit 

and apparently did not live very long as we do not know her exact birth date nor do we know her death 

date.  Some records we had did not include her name.  It was found on records for the St. George Temple 

where, on 23 Apr 1878, Margaret, Elizabeth, William, and Peter were doing work for their ancestors and 

they had their sister’s work done on that day.)  The fifth child born in this area was William on 6 Jan 

1840. 

We assume John and Elizabeth then moved to Illinois because the record for their son, Peter, states he was 

born 23 Mar 1842 in Columbus, Adams County, Illinois.  During these years, The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints had been organized and many people were embracing its teachings.  After their third 

child was born (Susanna), Elizabeth was baptized in Aug 1836, according to our records.  John was not 

baptized until after the birth of their sixth child (Peter).  John was baptized in Jul 1843 by John Loveless.  

Nauvoo, Illinois, was a gathering place for the Saints and we assume John and Elizabeth then moved there 

as their daughter, Juliette, was born 23 December 1846 in Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois. 

After a time, the Saints were driven west and many different pioneer companies were formed.  You will 

recall that Robert Wimmer (John’s brother) was a captain of one of these companies.  John and Elizabeth 

joined the Stephen Markham Company on 20 Jun 1850 bound for the Salt Lake Valley, where they 

arrived 1 Oct 1850.  Elizabeth was pregnant when crossing the plains and she gave birth to her daughter, 

Rebecca, on 1 Nov 1850 just one month after arriving in the valley.  John and Elizabeth were endowed 

and sealed to each other on 23 Mar 1852 just two years after coming to the valley. 
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Utah 1851 Census Records list the following: 

 John Wimmer (farmer) born- Pennsylvania  age- 46  Sex- M 

 Elizabeth             North Carolina           42          F 

 William             Indiana            11          M 

 Peter              Illinois              9          M 

 Juliette              Illinois              5          F 

 Rebecca             Deseret              3          F 

Big Cottonwood Ward Records for 29 Feb 1852 include the following: 

 Seventy- John Weimer 

 Members- Elizabeth Weimer 

   William Weimer 

   Peter Weimer 

   Julia Etta Weimer 

   Rebecca Weimer 

From a journal account we read, “Tues. 2 (June 1857), Charles Shumway and John Wimmer came into 

camp from Steward’s Horse Train.  The train had been doing their best to catch our handcart company, 

but could not.  So they sent these two men who rode all night in order to overtake us.” 

About 1854, “There was a school on the property of Heber Cook, then owned by George Rhodes and 

John Wimmer.  For one year this dirt floor and dirt roof housed a makeshift school.”  This property is 

presently located at 4011 Highland Drive where now stands a Kenny’s Shoe Store. 

George A. Smith’s journal for 19 Mar 1866 states, “Elder Geo. A. Smith at Parowan learned that the 

Indians were stealing cattle from settlements on the muddy.  Capt. A. J. Ingram…. and John Wimmer 

(aged 59 years) arrived at Parowan from Panguitch on foot and reported that the road from Panguitch to 

Parowan was still difficult to travel owing to the snow.  They brought letters from Major Allred of 

Circleville and Bros. Jensen and Jesse Louder of Panguitch, stating that intelligence had been received 

that Pres. John Johnson had been assassinated and that the troops had been recalled from Utah and that in 

consequence of the rumor, wheat had fallen at South Bend (Monroe) to $1 per bushel.  A picnic party was 

given at the Tabernacle in Parowan by Daniel P. Clark and others in the evening.” 

John Wimmer and several others, including a Peter Wimmer, were in the party with Elder Geo. A. Smith 

the evening of Tuesday, 20 Mar 1866 where Elder Smith recorded the following, “Our camp was 

immediately at the foot of Little Creek Peak surmounted by its crest of pines and mantle of snow.  This 

peak is visible from the valleys of Little Salt Lake and the Sevier.  Our ascent of the divide had been quite 

toilsome owing to the snow, which during the last five miles of our progress had increased from none at 

all to a depth of from one to three feet… the crust not being quite strong enough to bear the horses and the 

wheels of our wagons often sinking.”  (Parowan was known as the Little Salt Lake.) 

A part of an account furnished to the Deseret News by Wm. T. Reid for 30 Oct 1869 states this, “The 

following distinguished officers from Utah county honored the muster with their presence and took an 

active part in the various evolutions: General A. K. Thurber… and Captain John Wimmer.  The weather 
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was very genial and our parade ground could not have been easily surpassed: there was almost an entire 

absence of dust, owing to its grassy character, and it was unbroken as a bowling green.” 

In the County Recorder’s Office for Iron County was found recorded, “On the Sixth of November, 1874, 

James Applegate sold to John Wimmer a half interest in a shingle mill known as Henderson’s and 

Applegate’s Mill, situated in the second left hand fork of Parowan Kanyan (canyon) for the sum of 

$135.00.”  There was another document transferring the ownership of the mill to John’s son, William, and 

on that same day (6 Nov 1874), William also sold the mill to John under the following terms: “The 

conditions of the above sale are that if the aforesaid William Wimmer shall, will and truly pay to the said 

John Wimmer the aforesaid sum of one hundred and thirty-five dollars ($135.00) on or before the Seventh 

day of May next A. D. 1875, then the above sale to be null and void, otherwise to remain in full force and 

virtue.”  (We wonder if John knew how to write because on the day of the sale of the shingle mill, John 

did not sign his name but made his mark. 

John Wimmer died 22 Apr 1876 in Fairview and was attended by his daughter, Margaret Cheney.  John 

died of congestive chills and was buried in a homemade casket.  His complexion is listed as having been 

dark.  Elizabeth Hendricks Wimmer lived until 8 Sep 1879 when she died after suffering from a lingering 

illness for twenty years.  We have heard she died after a stroke.  She died in Glen Cove, Sevier County 

and was attended by her daughter, Elizabeth Thornton who brought her to Fairview for burial.  She is 

listed as having been of light complexion.  (Someone told us that Elizabeth smoked a pipe.) 

As family officers, we would like to offer condolences to those members of our family who may have lost 

to death any of their loved ones during the preceding year.  We hope you will correct any mistakes that 

this newsletter may have in it.  We welcome your suggestions and hope to grow close to you through 

future meetings and reunions. 

 

NOTE: This “newsletter” was the only one of its type in my possession.  I may have made a copy of it several years ago when 

Dean & I stayed in Santa Maria for a summer. At that time, Mom allowed me to copy some genealogy information she had.  

Unfortunately, no names or contact information was included in the newsletter.    -Lorrie 

 

Time line included with the above newsletter: 

1. John Wimmer was born 1 Mar 1808 in Harrison County, Pennsylvania 

2. Marriage license dated 5 Feb 1828 for marriage to Elizabeth Hendricks 

3. First five children were born while living in Henry County, Indiana: 

a. A daughter, Margaret born 24 May 1829 

b. A daughter, Elizabeth born 22 Dec 1831 

c. A daughter, Susanna born 20 Dec 1834 

d. A daughter, Martha Ellen born about 1837 (may have died at a young age) 

e. A son, William born 6 Jan 1840 
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4. Wife, Elizabeth was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in August 1836 

5. A son, Peter born 23 Mar 1842 in Columbus, Adams County, Illinois 

6. John Wimmer was baptized in July 1843 by John Loveless 

7. A daughter, Juliette born 23 Dec 1846 in Nauvoo, Hancock County, Illinois 

8. On 20 Jun 1850, John and Elizabeth joined the Stephen Markham Company bound for the Salt 

Lake Valley 

9. Arrived in Salt Lake Valley on 1 Oct 1850 

10. A daughter, Rebecca born one month later on 1 Nov 1850 in Deseret 

11. Utah Census Records for 1851 list John Wimmer (farmer) 

12. Big Cottonwood Ward Records 29 Feb 1852 include John Weimer (Seventy) and family 

13. John and Elizabeth were endowed and sealed on 23 Mar 1852 in the Endowment House 

14. About 1854, a school was on property owned by George Rhodes and John Wimmer 

15. Late May 1857, John was a member of Steward’s Horse Train 

16. On 2 Jun 1857, Charles Shumway and John Wimmer arrived in camp of handcart company after 

riding all night 

17. George A. Smith’s journal dated 19 Mar 1866, mentioned John Wimmer arriving from Panguitch 

to Parowan on foot 

18. George A. Smith’s journal dated 20 Mar 1866, lists John Wimmer as one of the members of the 

camp in Parowan 

19. Deseret News article dated 30 Oct 1869 listed several “distinguished officers from Utah County” 

including a Captain John Wimmer 

20. Iron County Recorder’s office records dated 6 Nov 1874 include a purchase and sale of a shingle 

mill by John Wimmer to William Wimmer, his son 

21. John Wimmer died on 22 Apr 1876 in Fairview and was buried there 

22. Wife, Elizabeth Hendricks died on 8 Sep 1879 in Glen Cove, Sevier County and was buried in 

Fairview 


