
HATCH TOWN 

 The settlement of Hatch was somewhat opposite to the established pattern in southern Utah’s 

“Land of Color” for it has gradually grown into a community rather than having been planned.  Whereas 

other nearby towns with a larger population gradually passed into oblivion, Hatch began as a ranch and 

has grown into a small, respectable community. 

 Hatch was named after its original pioneer, Meltiar Hatch, who came here in 1872.  An exile of 

the Muddy Mission in Nevada, he first moved to Panguitch, where he joined with others in forming a 

cooperative herd.  Hatch and sons brought the herd to this vicinity to utilize the grazing lands nearby, 

and built a cabin beside the Sevier River about a mile south of the present town.  As Meltiar Hatch had 

two wives, his family was large enough to care for the herd, milk the cows, and process the considerable 

amounts of butter and cheese. 

 Meantime, George D. Wilson constructed a saw mill on Mammoth Creek several miles above the 

ranch, where he utilized the running water as a power source.  Purchase of this mill enabled Hatch to 

produce essential lumber for the steadily growing town.  As Meltiar’s sons grew to maturity, they also 

established homes, building on both sides of the Sevier River.  In time, therefore, Hatch’s Ranch became 

Hatch Town.  Mail service was slow in reaching the little town because Asay Town, a few miles south, 

had a much larger initial population, postal authorities established the first post office there.  As this 

village declined, they moved the post office to Hatch. 

 By 1900, residents had built a small reservoir above the town.  That year, however, the dam 

broke and the released waters caused considerable damage to the homes below.  Some folks say that 

many of the early records of the Asays and Hatches were lost in the flood.  With the need for a new site 

most evident, the people purchased land at the present location and surveyed their new community.  

Although they moved their post office into the new town, for a number of years it continued to be 

known as the Asay Post Office. 

 When, in 1906, the state granted financial aid, the people began construction of a larger dam, 

designed to create a reservoir of 13,500 acres and to irrigate 6000 acres of land, much of it in Panguitch 

Valley.  Completed two years later, it lasted until 1914 when it also was washed out.  Even though this 

represented a loss of 178,000 dollars to the state, the farmers down the river lost even more. 

 Farming and livestock-raising have always been important occupations in Hatch.  The lumbering 

industry has grown considerably in importance within the last few years.  There are a few dairy herds.  

Some people have provided for your well-being by construction of modern motels, restaurants, and 

service stations. 


