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Lorenzo Johnson, son of Didymus Johnson and Rheuama Stephens, was born April 17, 1813 in 

Haddem, Middlesex County, Connecticut. He was the twelfth child of Didymus and Rheuama, 

who had thirteen in all. Stephen Johnson, Lorenzo’s grandfather came to Connecticut before the 

Revolutionary War and was one of the first settlers in Middlesex. 

In 1832, Lorenzo married Mary Lyman, who was his brother William’s widow. In 1835 Lorenzo 

moved to Michigan. Here he took up a homestead and farmed. He worked on the first Railroad in 

Michigan. He joined the church about 1837 in Kirtland, Ohio. In 1845, he moved again, to 

Nauvoo, Illinois. While here he lived in the upstairs of his brother’s Aaron’s house. From 

Nauvoo, he moved to a place called Garden Grove. He farmed and did odd jobs until 1852. He 

sold his land and bought an outfit to start the journey to Utah. He and Aaron made a good wagon 

and Lorenzo had a team of horses. The two wagons they made did not have a scrap of iron in 

them. The wheels had rawhide for tires and the wagon bed had projections out over the wheels, 

so that when the cover was stretched over the bows, there was room for a bed at the back of the 

wagon. Boxes and many things could be tucked under the bed. I heard Lorenzo’s wife Mary 

Lyman tell this story about the bed. Lorenzo had a chance to trade the rawhide wheels for real 

tires before he left. Brigham Young inspected the outfits and said they were strong enough to 

make the journey to Utah. 

Lorenzo’s first wife, Mary Lyman, and children came to Utah with him. The children were as 

follows: William Didymus, Eunice Lucinda, Harriet Fidelia, John Wesley, Julia Maria, Ellen 

Amelia, Emily Miranda and Mary Ann, who was the daughter of Mary Lyman and William 

Johnson. Lorenzo married Mary Lyman in 1832. 

Lorenzo and Aaron journeyed to Council Bluffs, Iowa, then from there to the Missouri Bottoms, 

or Pottawattamie County, Iowa. From here they made the long tedious journey of 1000 miles to 

the valley of Salt Lake, Utah. Arriving during the Fall of 1852, and they left directly for 

Springville. 

Lorenzo and family spent the first winter in the “Old Fort.” The following spring he obtained a 

lot on 1st North and 1st East Street. He helped build a wall around the city in 1853 or 54. He 

assisted in building the school houses. He went with others to Strawberry to get a certain kind of 

pine to help build the big “White Meeting House.” 

Lorenzo’s second wife was Ruth Sawyer Drury. He married her in the Old Endowment House in 

1853. They had the following children: Lyman Lorenzo, Charles Dayton and Joseph Sylvestor. 

Lorenzo married Emma James 1 March 1857. He married Mary Ann Hall the same day in the 

Salt Lake Old Endowment House. To Emma James and Lorenzo were born the following 

children: Emma Ozella, James Parley, Jane Orissa, Martha Silvana, Mary Ann Viola, Sarah 

Marinda and George Aaron. 

 


