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MARY ANN ELLIS 

*Written by Abram S. Workman 

 Mary Ann Ellis was born December 30, 1840 at Quincy, Illinois.  She came to Utah in 

September of 1851 when she was 11-years-old.  She was the daughter of John Ellis and Harriet Hales; 

and she married Meltiar Hatch on May 6, 1856 in the old Endowment House in Salt Lake City. 

 I will relate a little experience that was told to me by Meltiar himself.  As I remember, it was his 

first acquaintance with Mary Ann Ellis.  The Ellis family was living neighbors to him in Bountiful.  He 

had bought a little pig which he kept in a pen, but one day it got out of the pen, and little Mary saw him 

trying to catch it, so she came and caught it for him. 

 A few years later, this little girl had grown to be a young woman.  Brigham Young made a call 

for a number of families to go and make a settlement at Carson Valley (which was then a part of Utah), 

and Meltiar was one who was called to go.  These men were called to take another wife before they left, 

and he thought, “That little girl who caught the pig is now a young woman; why not her?”  And so it 

happened. 

 He then was sent to Carson Valley and started making homes there.  Gold and silver were 

discovered there, and many men rushed into that country.  It brought quite a bit of money there and lots 

of work for the women.  Many of these young women went out to work, and some of the men lost their 

wives by that work, but Meltiar would  not let his wife go. 

 For some reason, in a short while this colony was all called back to Salt Lake City.  I think the 

reason was because of Johnson’s Army coming in.  When Meltiar Hatch got back, his father-in-law, 

Samuel Snyder, had a big ranch and saw mill in Parley’s Park, and Meltiar went there and worked with 

him for several years.  He told me of hauling timber and lumber down to Salt Lake City on a snow road 

during the winter.  While they were in Parley’s Park, Mary Ann Ellis had three children: John H., Elias, 

and Julia. 

 In 1862, there were a lot of families called from the northern part of Utah by Brigham Young to 

settle in the southern part of the state, and Meltiar Hatch was one of them.  Some of them went to St. 

George, others to the Muddy, and Meltiar Hatch was one of those who went farther west to Eagle Valley 

and other valleys nearby. 

 The people in the west and at the Muddy thought they were in Utah and paid their taxes to the 

State of Utah for about eight years, but when the line was surveyed, it was found that they were actually 

in Nevada, and the State of Nevada started a suit against these people for their back taxes.  This would 

have taken about all the people had, so they moved from the west valleys and the Muddy Valley in a 

body back to Utah.  As there had been a number of towns in Utah abandoned because of Indian trouble, 

they were advised to occupy these abandoned towns.  The Muddy Valley people were to settle Long 

Valley, and the West Valley people were to settle Panguitch and Kanab. 

 Those who went to Panguitch had quite a lot of cattle, so they formed a co-op herd and located 

them at a big ranch fifteen miles south of Panguitch, at the Mammoth Fork of the Sevier River.  Meltiar 

Hatch and his son, Ira, were appointed to take charge of the cattle and the ranch. 
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 Mary Ann Ellis had three children while they were in Eagle Valley.  They built a log cabin on 

the ranch, and she moved up there, where she lived the rest of her life, cooking for the ranch hands and 

maintaining “open house” for all newcomers, milking cows, and making butter and cheese.  That was 

where I first met Mary Ann Ellis Hatch, and I stayed with them most of that winter and forever after was 

well acquainted with her. 

 It was in the fall of 1878 when I first went to the Hatch home.  It seemed to me to be a most ideal 

home.  Her children were well-behaved.  Her house was clean and home-like, and she was a very good 

cook.  The way she managed her children seemed just right.  Her husband was with her a good part of 

the time, but he was quite feeble, and the way she took care of him made me love her. 

 Years later, when the place became a town, many prominent people came through there and 

stopped at her place; Apostles and other Church leaders, prominent people of the State, and all of them 

went away praising her for the way she served them, complimenting her on her good cooking. 

 She was one of the most pure and faithful wives and mothers that ever lived.  She had ten 

children, and in her declining years, the government of the United States passed a law legalizing her 

children, but making her marriage to Meltiar Hatch unlawful, and although she had been a faithful wife 

to him for many years, he was forbidden to live with her under threat of being put in jail.  This, of 

course, was a great sorrow to both of them in their declining years, but her husband was afraid to even 

visit her for fear of some spy seeing him and making trouble. 

 She died at the  home of her son, John H., on August 26, 1914 at the age of 74-years, from a 

lingering illness known as Bright’s Disease, and her death was mourned by her children and her many 

friends and relatives. 


