
 

 

 

From: Sue Linder <slinder@hsonline.net>  

Subject: [ARMSTRONG-L] John Christopher Armstrong's will  

Date: Sun, 30 Jul 2000 00:33:50 -0500 

 
John C. Armstrong's will was written Jan. 31st, 1881 and entered for 

probate on June 14th, 1881. It is two full pages of small script. I 

did not include the Probate section. Spelling of some places and names 

may not be accurate due to the size of the script when the page was 

reduced for copying as well as the style of script. I found the will in 

the Fayette Co. Courthouse, Uniontown, PA, pages 302 - 304. I forgot to 

write the number of the will book on the will itself, sorry:-(  

Sue  

In Southern Indiana  

 

John's will: 

"I, John C. Armstrong now of Connellsville, Fayette Co., State of 

Pennsylvania, United States of America do make and declare and publish 

this as my last will and testament... 

My name is John Christopher Armstrong. I was born at Cammerheaugh 

Gilknlockie Hall Cannobie Lee, Dumfrieshire, Scotland on the 27th day of 

the eleventh month, 1795. (I know that the spelling is off, but I tried 

to keep the location with the same spelling as John's spelling. - Sue)  

 

My father was Laird Spencer John Armstrong of Gilknockie Hall; and my 

mother Eleanor Effie Armstrong daughter of John Graham, Rector of 

Authset, Skilby County of Cumberland in the north of England, brother of 

Sir James Graham, Bart. of Netherby Hall Cumberland. My father's family 

consisted of nine sons and one daughter as follows: 1. Thomas, who died 

at three months; 2. William, afterwards Laird William Armstrong; 3 and 4 

Robert and John Christopher (myself) twins; 5. Thomas, died at six or 

seven months; 6. Thomas, lived to manhood; 7. Philip; 8. Christopher; 9 

Rubiean (?spelling); 10. Sarah. These are all now dead but myself. I 

was married to Ursula Kirkbride Brown(? Spelling) on the first of 

September 1835 at the parish church of Wetherel in the County of 

Cumberland. By this marriage these were our children, viz: Willie (who 

died in England.) Joseph, Janet and Annie. I left Scotland in the year 

1838 and sailed from Liverpool for New Orleans in the ship "Golcanda"  

>From this latter point, I went to St. Louis, Missouri, reaching that 

city on the 21st September, 1838 in the steamboat "Highlander". My 

father and mother had died before I left Scotland. In St. Louis, I went 

into business and resided there until 1855. In 1852, I visited Scotland 

and while there had some unpleasant differences with my brother Laird 

William Armstrong of Gilknockie Hall; and we separated with the 

understanding that we should have no further intercourse with each 

other. I declaring he should hear of me no more by my proper name. I 

remained in England until September 1853, and then sailed on the ship, 

"Guadalupe" and returned to St. Louis. In 1855, my wife and all 

children died in St. Louis and I lost all my property. I left St. Louis 

the same year going first to Moorfield in the state of Indiana where I 
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assumed the name of Drewer C. Iverson (The first name was really 

difficult to read. - Sue) by which I have been known ever since and am 

now known. I went to other places and finally to St. Clairsville, 

Belmont Co. in the state of Ohio where I married Meillie Billingsley, my 

present wife, on the first day of September, 1857, under my assumed name 

of Iveson. To this marriage our children have been born in the 

following order: 1. Lady Ida June 17, 1859; 2. Effie Eleanor April16, 

1865; 3. Maud Spencer January 28, 1867, and 4. Laird William Graham  

May 4, 1871 and these all survive and bear my assumed name. In 1861, I 

went into the United States Army in Company A 25 Ohio Volunteer Infantry 

and continued in the service about twenty months. I came to 

Connellsville in August, 1875 and have since resided here. In September 

1880, I again visited Scotland, reaching Carnnerheaugh (?Spelling?) 

about the 22nd of the month on the train from Liverpool I met my cousin 

Samuel Bird and was recognized by him as John C. Armstrong without 

having made myself known. From him I learned the death of my brother 

William and that I had been supposed to be dead eighteen years. In a 

proceeding which was in progress in the court at Dumbries on the 23rd 

September, 1880, while one Thomas Gosney, who had been the stewart of my 

brother, was being examined, and after he had testified that I had been 

dead eighteen or twenty years, I was taken into court and ther fully 

identified as John C. Armstrong. With A.L. Lairdlaw, Esq. of High 

Street, Edinboro, my legal adviser, I went to the latter city and 

afterwards to Lincolns Town Fields (?), London where I had the names of 

my wife and children registered. During my stay in Scotland, I was 

recognized by many persons and was received by my brother William's 

family who gave me his watch and other articles and sent some presents 

to my children. I did not, however, as I should have done, make known 

to them or to any person, the fact that I had been living under the name 

of Iveson. I returned to Connellsville in October, 1880. My brother 

Laird William held the Gilknockie Hall estate; and by his death it 

descends to my son, the said William Graham Armstrong before named. Out 

of this estate, and from my said brother I have been entitled to an 

annual sum for many years; and this was paid to me until 1853, when I 

parted from my brother under the circumstances before stated. From that 

time, I have received nothing, and the amount payable to me since then 

all remains due and unpaid. I make this statement of facts because of 

my advanced age and of the fear I have that any rights and the rights of 

my said son may not be finally recognized and established during my life 

and in hope that what I have here stated may aid my wife and children in 

the event of my death in establishing their identity and in securing 

what justly and legally belongs to them. I make it also in the justice 

to my wife and children upon whom I have so long imposed a name which is 

not their own. Expecting my son's rights as heir to the Gilknocki Hall 

estate to be established and secured and that he and his mother will be 

thus fully provided for, I give, devise and bequeath my whole estate or 

out of the Gilknockie Hall estate as I afore (?) to my said wife, 

daughters, viz: Lady Ida Armstrong, Effie Eleanor Armstrong, and Maud 

Spencer Armstrong in equal parts and shares to be taken, held, enjoyed, 

and disposed of by them as their own(___?) fee simple and absolutely and 

I further declare that no husband either of them may at any time have 

shall have any interest in or exercise any control over what is hereby 

given to them. 

 

Witness my hand this 31st day of January, Anno Domini one thousand eight 

hundred and eighty-one. 

John Christoper Armstrong" 



Name: Drewer C Iverson 

Age at 

enlistment: 

42 

Enlistment Date: 6 May 1861 

Rank at 

enlistment: 

Private 

State Served: Ohio 

Was Wounded?: Yes 

Survived the 

War?: 

Yes 

Service Record: Enlisted in Company A, Ohio 25th 

Infantry Regiment on 05 Jun 1861. 

Mustered out on 01 Oct 1862 at 

Georgetown, DC. 

Birth Date: abt 1819 

Sources: Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State 

of Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the 1870 Census: 

 

 

 

 

From the 1880 Federal Census: 
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