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IRA STEARNS HATCH 

 Ira Stearns Hatch and his wife, Wealtha (Wealthy) Bradford, were the first among our ancestors 

to join the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  They were descendants of early Pilgrim 

colonizers of America.  Ira Stearns was born in Winchester, Cheshire County, New Hampshire on  9 

February 1802. When he was a boy the family moved to Farmersville, Cattaraugus County, New York, 

where he grew to manhood.  Wealtha Bradford, a descendant of Mayflower passengers Governor 

William Bradford and William Brewster, was born 1 November 1804 in Turner, Oxford County, Maine.  

Seven children were born to this couple: Meltiar (Meltiah), Ransom, Orin, Rhoana, Ira, Ephraim, and 

Ancel – all of Farmersville, New York. 

 The Church had been organized but a short time when missionaries contacted the Hatch family.  

These New Englanders with a strong Puritan background recognized the truth in fulfillment of a 

revelation given through Joseph Smith to these and all other missionaries, as recorded in Doctrine and 

Covenants 29:7: "Ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice 

and harden not their hearts."  This family were the only members of the Hatch family in that area to join 

the unpopular faith.  Their daughter Rhoana, in her later years, said of her parents, "They never 

connected themselves with any church until after they had heard the gospel in its purity, but were 

anxious concerning their spiritual welfare, and rather desired to join some church, but mother said, 'No, 

there are none on the earth that agree with my convictions.’  She was converted while listening to the 

first sermon preached by an authorized servant of God, and she said, 'That's what we've been looking 

for.'  She was baptized soon after, in the winter of 1832.  Father believed from the first, but waited a 

while before being baptized." 

 One tradition passed down through the generations of this family is the story that Ira Stearns had 

a great desire to meet the prophet in person before being .baptized.  The family had saved a sizable 

amount of money to donate toward the building of the Kirtland Temple, and he decided to take it to 

Kirtland in person in order to meet the Prophet Joseph Smith.  On reaching Kirtland and being directed 

to the prophet, he found that Joseph Smith had been expecting him and informed him that the money he 

had brought would be used to build the pulpit in the temple.  Ira Stearns received a testimony of the 

divinity of the gospel that remained unshakable throughout his life.  He was baptized on 1 June 1834 by 

John Gould. 

 Later the family returned to Kirtland where Ira Stearns and his older sons assisted with the 

construction of the temple.  He was ordained a teacher in the Aaronic Priesthood on 4 July 1838.  It is 

recorded that the family wanted to join the Saints in Missouri but were counseled to remain where they 

were until the persecution and mobbing abated.  The family went first to Bonary Lake near the Missouri 

River in Pottawattamie County, Iowa.  Shortly after their arrival, Captain James Allen of the U.S. Army 

came with orders to raise five hundred volunteers from the Mormon camps to fight in the war with 

Mexico.  Meltiar, who had married Permelia Snyder on 1 January 1846, volunteered.  Ransom was still 

in a weakened condition, and it was thought inadvisable for him to go.  However, Orin who was only 16 

years of age, was accepted.  The 2000 mile march of this Mormon Battalion began in August of 1846. 

 With the departure of Meltiar, his wife Permelia, who was expecting their first child, left the 

Hatch family and joined members of her family on the other side of the river in what became Florence, 
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Nebraska where her son, Meltiar, Jr. was born on 16 December 1846.  Ira Steams and his family joined 

the Saints who were driven into Illinois, settling on the Eton farm, Job's Creek Branch, which was 

located about 20 miles northeast of Nauvoo in Hancock County.  At this place, on 3 November 1841, the 

mother of this family of seven children, ages 1 to 16, was taken from them in death.  Rhoana, speaking 

at a Hatch reunion many years later said, "On her death bed, she (Wealtha Bradford Hatch) said, 'You 

will all go to the Rocky Mountains, but I will not' -speaking to her husband and children.  How literally 

this prophetic utterance was fulfilled." 

 Ira Steams Hatch was ordained an elder in 1842 while a member of the Job's .Creek Branch.  On 

22 March 1843 he married Abigail Whitley, the widow of Joseph Jarvis. They received their 

endowments in the Nauvoo Temple on 21 January 1846.  Abigail brought order and happiness again to 

the family by her loving care.  Ira Steams received his patriarchal blessing from Patriarch John Smith, 

uncle of the prophet, in Nauvoo on 2 August 1845, and the next day, 3 August 1845, he was ordained a 

seventy by Henry Jacobs.  Ira Stearns and his oldest son, Meltiar were members of the Nauvoo Legion 

during this eventful time in Church history.  Rhoana continues her account, "We left Nauvoo in 1846 in 

Brigham Young's Company.  Ransom was sick when we left Nauvoo, nigh unto death.  The elders were 

called to his bedside, administered to him, and he was healed." 

 In March of 1847 at Winter Quarters, the family stood again at a graveside to -bury their second 

mother, Abigail Jarvis Hatch and her new-born child.  She died giving birth to the child.  By this time 

the family's food supply was depleted, and Ira Steams and son Ransom set out to find work and obtain 

food.  In Rhoana's words, “I was left alone with the children while father went to get supplies.  I was 

alone for three weeks, two miles from anyone, expecting every moment for Ira (her younger brother) to 

breathe his last, as he was very sick.  I was in constant fear of the Omaha Indians coming upon us and 

killing us."  On 5 April 1847 Brigham Young and the first company left for the Rocky Mountains.  Ira 

Stearns' motherless family, with two of the older sons in the Mormon Battalion, was in no condition to 

leave for the Rocky Mountains with Brigham Young's company. 

 During the time of their enlistment in the Mormon Battalion these two brothers had been 

inseparable.  When Orin became too ill with scurvy to walk, his brother supported him.  Several times 

Orin was so ill the commanding officer ordered that he be left to die, but each time when the battalion 

stopped for the night, Meltiar went back and carried his brother into camp.  Finally the officer relented 

and allowed Orin to be strapped to the back of his own horse.  Orin recovered, and on 16 July 1847 they 

were discharged with the rest of the battalion at Los Angeles, California.  They, with others, made their 

way across the Sierra-Nevada Mountains to Fort Hall, Idaho, then south to the Salt Lake Valley.  Not 

finding their families there with the Saints who had arrived earlier, they staked a squatter's claim on a 

spring north of Salt Lake City in the area that later became Woods Cross.  There they worked for several 

weeks making some improvements on the land; then, after provisioning themselves, they set off for 

Winter Quarters.  The families were reunited and spent the winter of 1847-48 together. 

 On 25 February 1848 Ira Steams married a third wife, Mary Hazelton.  They were married by 

President Brigham Young in Winter Quarters, and the two deceased wives of Ira Stearns were sealed to 

him at the same time.  The Hatch family made the final leg of the trek across the plains with the Allen 

Taylor Company, arriving in the Salt lake Valley on 1 October 1849.  After reporting to Church 

authorities, they moved out to the land on which the boys had staked claim, and built two log homes.  
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Apparently Mary Hazelton's marriage to Ira Steams Hatch was a matter of convenience in gaining a way 

to the West, for she left for California almost immediately after their arrival in Utah. 

 On 24 November 1852 Ira Stearns married Jane Bee, widow of John McKechine (McKechnie), 

who had died in Scotland before she joined the LDS Church.  She brought her three children to live at 

the Hatch home and then gave birth to eight more.  On 20 March 1857 Ira Stearns married Jane Anne 

Stewart (Stuart), a daughter of Gilbert and Ann Milne Stewart, by whom he had three children.  The last 

two marriages were polygamous marriages.  Five other women were sealed to Ira Stearns Hatch, two 

after his death, by proxy, a common practice at that time.  Ira Stearns was the father of 18 living 

children. 

 Ira Steams and his sons were associated together in farming, stock-raising, dairying, brick-

making and sheep-raising.  They were not only stalwart pioneers but became substantial citizens who 

helped to establish and develop the great intermountain region.  Ira Steams died on 30 September 1869 

in Bountiful, Davis County, Utah, leaving a numerous posterity. 

Information for this biography has been obtained from the following sources: 
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Stearns Hatch and Wealtha Bradford Hatch. 

2. Research of Veoma M. Stahle, 433 North 1120 East, Orem, Utah. 

3. Film GS 298,441, Utah Immigration Index. 

4. Andrew Jenson, The Historical Record, 8:910-11. 

5. James B. Allen and Glen M. Leonard, The Story of the Latter-day Saints (Salt lake City: Deseret 

Book Co., 1976), pp. 217-56. 
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