










Oct. 9, 1918 

Dear Folks and Loved ones at home, 

Once more it is with pleasure I take my pen in hand to write a few lines and let you know I am still 

enjoying the best of health and trust this letter will find you all the same.  I received Bertha’s letter night 

before last and was glad to learn that everything was all right at home. 

I have been going to school for the past two weeks.  I enjoy my work but it is very hard unless it is 

because I have a thick head and cannot understand things after they are explained.  We had an 

Examination last week and I failed.  We have another this coming Saturday and I shall try and redeem 

myself if I have to study night and day.  I sure was surprised when they handed me my  paper and I found 

out that I failed but I can say that it was not because I had not been studying.  I got started off wrong in 

the beginning but think I have a fair understanding of my work now.  Enclosed you will find a coupon 

stating the size package that each soldier can receive for Xmas. 

Whatever you send please send 1 pound of Brazil Chocolates and if possible send the full limit of 3 lbs of 

whatever you want to get for we are not able to get much along the sweet line except stick candy here in 

France. 

I wish I was able to send you some good presents home but you understand the condition over here.  Tell 

father and mother to draw what money they need out of the bank and not be afraid to use it or in fact any 

of you can get what you want for I will not care for it may be a couple of months longer before you get 

my allotment which I made. 

Tell Mother and Bertha to get Meryle a Xmas present and send to her and draw what money they need 

from the bank to pay for it for I am unable to send her anything from here whatever.  Get her anything 

that you think would be a nice present and that she can use.  Also if you think it would be all right send 

Meryl’s mother a present for me.  I will leave it for your own judgment and whatever you think is right.  

Now as I said do not be afraid to use what you want for your own self and the children. 

The card I am sending you is self explanatory and do not forget to post this on the outside of the package.  

We have at last got through moving around so much and have settled down to work for which I am 

thankful.  Tell Bertha I will answer her letter next time. 

Now do not worry about me for I am all right and could not ask for better health than what I enjoy now 

and feel just as safe here as I would if in the United States. 

It is time I must close this letter and will do so with best love and wishes.  May God’s blessings all (sic) 

ways abide with you is the sincere prayer of your Loving Son Ernest Bowers. 

Ernest Bowers 

Battery E. 145. F.A. 

American Expeditionary Forces 

France 

Censored by S.H. Duffin 1
st
 Lieut. U.S.A. 


